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Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

Shultz’s Failure

Pmﬁwt Reagan’s decision to pull :

the Marines out of Beirut resulied less -

from 1984 election year fears than
from his worry that Secretary of State
George Shul'’s failed Lebanon policy

* threatened pew and worse disasters

for the United States. :
Even so, if Shultz himself had been
in Washington over the past weekend,

. when the withdrawal decision was

. reached, he might have blocked it.

“There would have been at the very
Jeast a lot. more acrimony,” a kev Rea-
gan Mideast adviser told us, “and per
haps another costly delay.” Shultz’s
blind clinging to & diseased policy that !
hands Syria the juicy key role that the
United States might have played in
building a new Lebanon. _
Given Reagan’s notorious patience
with wavward advisers and aversion
tohhin:athirdaea'etaryofstat'ein
three vears. he will retain Shultz. But

- githough the waithdrawal -decision .

shifte Reagan away from new disas-
ters. there i no way to nullifv grave
harm done to his foreign policy, his
credibility and his countn’s standing
in the world by Shultz’s blindness.
One measure of that harm was a
sehicret meeting Mondav “between
Saudi Arabian King Fahd and French
President Francois Mitterrand in the
Elvsee Palace. The Seudi monarch was

-a kev but unsuccessful infermediary
" between the United States and Syrian-

President Hafez Assad during the long
efiort by pro-American Arabs to get

“Shulz to deal with Svria’s concemn

over U.S.-Israeli pressures on Lebanon.

Fahd flew to Paris for a single pur-
pose: 1o convince Mitterrand that if
America’s European allies failed to

" persuade the United States to play an

evenhanded role between Israel and -
the Arabs, Western influence In the

*Arab world was doomed to be over- .
.shadowed sooner or later by the

Soviet Union.

King Hussein of Jordan due here
to see Reagan next week, has ex-
< pressed similar wormes privately to.
‘US. officials. Shultz’s insistence that
" Lebanon's hapless president, Amin'
‘Gemavel,swallowtheMayl'Ilsmeh
Lebanon troop withdrawal

e L

“pro-American Arabs that a future Is-
" zaeli invasion of, formstance.Jordan
like the 1982 invasion “of Lebanon,
* could bring similar U.S. pressures on

- Hussein t0 sign humiliating terms as |

ﬂrepnoeoflsraehvnthdrawaL

ForShultzthetragedyof fmlurezs
. deep and personal: The collapse of
" Gemayel's govermment was indirectly
caused by his addiction to-the one-

- sided May 17 agreement. Yet, with .
the exception of a few pro-lIsraeli. ;
“Foggy Botiom fantasizers, it was uni- '

versally perceived as the wrecker of

Shultz’s bopes for a new US.-backed,

lsraeli-sponsored Lebanese regime.
The -collapse -of Gemayel's govern-

ment has pow imposed 2 death sen-

tence on the' May 17 agreement. But
when a high official of & trusted US.
ally spent nearly two hours last
Decernber warning Shultz the agree-
ment would explode in the West's
face, Shultz gave no ground.

As leader of the Western alliance,
the United States is uniquely immune.

to pressures.from its .partners.-The .
I.elmmdebademymkeitlmsso.
the’ -of Amer-

uence m of
lzhmmxsbettetxmdastoodmﬂ;e

Ergggdes of the CIA than in Shultz’s

advmr Wﬂham Clark understmd

. how bs
1983 demand for 8 ﬂrael
nese government: as mphicit U.S. sup-

_ port for Israel's 1982 mvas
But the bitter fruits of Israel's inva-
sion of Lebanon and Shultz's flawed
policy ever since have not yet all been
gathered. The buildup of Sowviat
power in Syria continues far bevond

huhz S

agreement.
increased these-Arab fears. It wamed -

its pré\iious.peak; Syria rides ever .

“higher ‘on the humiliation of the -

United States; internal political tur-
“bulence immobilizes Israel; the United :
"States risks more lslamic wrath by

:'lnllmgMoslemswhenneo&saryw‘

suppress rebe! fire in Beirut. ;
h Sﬁﬂf&om{;s&pohﬂml cost at
ome for an’s high-flying
reclection campaign. The one-in-10
chance that Gemavel will somehow be
preserved -following his surrender to
Damascus might contain the cost
somewhat. At best, however, Amer-
ican influence will be reduced to a ve-
“neer, showing Reagan & big loser in
the superpower game and blackenmg
his foreign policy record. That is just
what Reagan's advisers feared and
privately predicted—all of them, that
s, except those on the seventh floor of
‘the State Department.
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